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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Br. Brownson—Having noticed an article in your 
19th No. on the “ Mission of Christ,” and a request 
from yourself, in the same number, for some oné to 
answer the questions, What were the necessity and ob- 
ject of Christ’s mission ? Will that object be accom- 
plished? and is the object ascribed to him in scripture 
reconcileable with reason ? I take the liberty of fur- 
nishing you with this Sermon, in hopes that it will be 
a satisiactory answer to these questions ; or at least 
that it may answer some of them, and so not be entire- 
ly unproductive of good. The subject is an important 
one : and although this sermon was not written express- 
ly with a view to answer all these questions, yet the 
topicks embraced in it are intimately connected and 
ought to be discussed together. THE AUTHOR. 


A SERMON. 

[From the Evangelical Magazine.] 
ATONEMENT—PUNISHMENT—FORGIVENESS. 
BY D. SKINNER. 

“ For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.”—I Pe- 
ter, iii. 18. 

There is, perkaps, no subject embraced in 
the Christian religion, to which more impor- 


tance is attached, than that of the Atonement. | P 


And, we may add, there is none on which we 
believe erroneous opinions are more generally 
entertained than on this. How the Atonement 
is to be viewed—whether it is an act or dispen- 
sation by which the sinner is delivered from 
the condign punishment which his sins have 
demerited—if not, how a just punishment for 
sin is consistent therewith—and how, if the 
latter be inflicted, the sinner can be said to be 
forgiven—are questions which are necessarily 
connected with each other, and which the pre- 
valent opinions of popular Christians have ren- 
dered it necessary to answer. To solve these 
questions, and to present the subject in its true 
ae light, is the design of this discourse. 

e popular doctrine of modern Christians, 
is, that the Atonement is to be viewed as a sat- 
isfaction made to God, by the death of his son, 
on behalf of mankind, whereby they are deliv- 
ered from the punishment justly due to them 
for their sins, and God becomes reconciled and 
friendly to them ; whereas without this satis- 
faction, they had nothing to expect from him 
but everlasting frowns and endless curses. Or, 
te use the descriptive language often employed 
on this subject :-—-“Man had sinned, and be- 
come infinitely guilty before God—our first pa- 
rents hed transgressed a law, the penalty of 





which was endless damnation, and re ow 


volved themselves and all their unborn postet- 
ity, (of which they were the federal a 
representative,) under the infinite and e 
wrath of incensed Omnipotence !—The frowns 
of an angry God darted fire and indignation On 
a young but guilty world !—the flaming sword 
of vengeance was unsheathed, upraised, anid 
“ trembling in mid air,” was just ready to fall 
with almighty vengeance on the heedsigf the 
guilty wretches, strike them from the face of 
the earth, and consign them to the flames ofa 
never ending hell ! !—when lo !—behold! a mir- 
acle of mercy on behalf of man—the everlast- 
ing Son of Jehovah’s love, one of the persons of 
the adorable Trinity, interposes with the cry 
of ‘ Forbear,@ my Father, forbear—let the 
guilty rebels live—let the whole, weight of 
thine almighty vengeance fall on i 
receive the uplifted sword in my ewn bosom— 
I will fully satisfy the demands of thine inflex- 
ible justice.’ The Father heard—paused— 
smiled—accepted the contities—auil in the 
fullness of time the Son comes forth into the 
world, takes human nature upon him, andin |, 
resence of the guilty. world for whom he died, ~ 
fulfilled his profered contract, fully satisfied the 
violated justice of God, 

—— Quench’d his father’s flaming sworf 

In his own vital blood,’ 

delivered mankind from the punishment justly 
due to their iniquities, and obtained a reprieve 
—nay, more—a pardon for the condemned cul- 
prits, whereby vey! are again admitted into the 
favour and loving kindness of God ; he having 
been reconciled to them by the sufferings of his » 
innocent Son, who endured for man an amount 


A 


of misery equal to that of the eternal damna- 


tion of the whole world” !! 
This is a brief, but we believe, a correct re- 
resentation of the views of the popular denom- 
inations of professing christians at the present 
day. ‘To this view of the Atonement we ob- 
ject, 
. 1. Because it ascribes the most glaring injus- 
tice to the Deity—It gives countenance. to a 
principle which, if put in practice among men, 
would be unjust, licentious in the extreme,and 
fatal to the safety and peace of society. For 
what could be more unjust than ‘to inflict pun- 
ishment on the innocent, who hag hever offen: 
ded, when it has been deserved only by the 
guilty ? What could be more licentious in its 
tendency, than to let the sinner, lrardened in 
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crime, go unpunished? or what would tend 
more to encourage transgressors to go on in ini- 
quity, than to Convince them that they might 
escape all punishment for sin, and that the pun- 
ishment which they deserved would be inflict- 
ed on a substitute ? 

2. We object to this view of the Atonement, 
because it is absurd in the extreme, and perfect- 
ly dereconcileable in itself. First ; it is absurd 

- in the extreme, inasmuch as it attributes a pow- 
er and efficacy to the sufferings of Christ, ab- 


stractly, or in themselves considered, which | cent person in our stead. 
We do | feel gratitude to God? But there is another 


they never did and never can possess. 
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consequently is unfavourable to gratitude, piely, 
and devotion. For if God would not receive 
us into his divine favour, without the most 
dreadful sufferings of an innocent being (for 
| Trinitarians can make more than one being in 
| the Godhead whenever they choose,) where is 
there any just ground or cause why we should 
love him, or feel any gratitude towards him ? 
For he has relinquished none of the debt—it 
has all been paid ; he has remitted none of the 
penalty—it has all been suffered by an inno- 
Why then love, or 





by no means deny the efficacy and benefits of | trait in this doctrine, which is, if possible, still 
the sufferings of Christ ; but we do not under- | more derogatory to the Divine character than 


stand and apply them in the sense above de- | that already named. 
scribed. For what benefit, we would ask, can | 


the sufferings of an innocent person be—in 
theraselyes considered—to a hardened and guil- 


ty sinner? Do they soften his heart? Do they | 


* subdue his propensity to sin? Do they reform 
his life ? In short, do they make him a better 


The advocates for the 
system under examination generally maintain, 
| that, notwithstanding the debt has been fully 
| cancelled, and the full weight of the penalty 
endured by a substitute, for allumankind, yet 
| the demand is still in full force, and the penal- 
| ty, in a great variety of instances, will be again 


man? Not in the least, that we can see. Let | inflicted on the ectual transgressor. Now that 


us suppose a case :—Here is a criminal con- 


demned to suffer imprisonment, and perform | gree on 


| this theory reflects dishonour in the highest de- 
the Divine character, is evident. For 


hard labour in the state prison, for the term of | if the infinitedebt has bees paid to the Father 
five years—a substitute comes forward and of- | by the Son, as a substitute for us, is it not dis- 
fers his services to suffer the imprisonment, and | honourable in the Father, again to exect it of 
perform the labour for him, and let the culprit | vs? But if, by the substitution, the demand 


go unpunished. Would this, think you, re- 
form the criminal, or be of any moral advan- 
tage to him? or would it render society any 
more safe from his future depredations ? An- 
swer, No. Then the doctrine of substitution, in 
this view of it, is not only licentious in its ten- 
dency, but entirely destitute of any moral ad- 
vantage to the criminal. Secondly, it is irre- 
concileable with itself, as held by its advocates, 
who are generally Trinitarians, and hold that 
the Son who suffered the penalty of the law, is 
the same eternal and almighty Jehovah who 


demanded and received the satisfaction! How- | 


ever they may attempt to hide or get rid of the | 
absurdity of this hypothesis, it amounts to pre- | 


cisely this :—that the creature had become in- 


finitely guilty, and the justice of God could not | 


‘be batisfied unless an infinite penalty was in- 
flicted ; or, in other words, the creature had 
contracted a debt to an infinite amount, and 
was uaable to pay any part of it—God was 
dreadfully incensed against the criminal, and 
determined the full penalty should be suffered 
*—his justice would relinquish not one iota of 
the infinite debt that was due—the debtor 
could pay,mothing—and so God determined to 
suffer the penalty himself, which his own ven- 
geance demanded! and to pay the debt him- 
self, which he himself, (or his inflexible jus- 
tice,) exacted, or would not allow to be forgiv- 
en!! Thus we see this view of the subject is 
jrreconcileable with itself. 

3. We object to this view of the Atonement, 
because it is degrading to the Divine benevo- 
Pence, and detracts from the mercy of God; and 





has simply been transferred from the Father to 
the Son, (here two distinct beings are again 
supposed,) and the Son still holds the demand 
in full force against us, as the Father did at 
first, then we ask, wherein have mankind been 
benefitted by Christ’s paying the penalty ? 
And again, in what light does this present the 
character, both of the Father and the Son, for 
one to-inflict, and the other to endure, infinite 
misery, when in fact they both saw that man 
would not be released from his obligations, or 
benefitted in the least by the act; but that 
there should be simply a éransfer of claim from 
one to the other ? And if the Father could not 
forgive without doing violence to justice, nei- 
ther could the Son ; for the obligation and the 
claim is the same in both cases. But that the 
Father is not influenced by the death or suffer- 
ings of his Son, or by any other external cause, 
is clearly proved by scripture. God says, (Isa- 
iah xliii 25,) “I, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy transgressions, FOR MINE OWN SAKE ; 
and will not remember thy sins.” 

4. We object to this view, because it repre- 
sents God as a changeable being ; as first hating 
and then loving, his sinful creatures ; as having 
been once an enemy, irreconciled to them, and 
afterwards becoming a friend and reconciled to 
them ; and that, too, from a motive which would 
dishonour any being he has ever created. We 
read that God “ is of ONE mind, and none can 
turn him ;?—that he is ‘* without variableness, 
or shadow of turning.” 

5. Because no law ever existed—at least 
none has ever been made known to man— 
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whese penalty was that which this theory sup- 
poses. We challenge the whole body of thie | 


advocates of this theory to point out one parti- 
cle of evidence in divine revelation, that God 
ever threatened Adam and all his posterity, or 
any one of them, with endless damnation, or 
that any one of them ever did or ever will in- 
cur such a penalty. It is therefore folly to talk 
about Christ’s suffering, as a substitute for man, 
a penalty that was never threatened against, 
nor incurred by the latter. 

6. Because, allowing this penalty had been | 
incurred by man, it is impossible in the nature 
of things that Christ should have endured the 
ull weight of it in his own person, on the cross, 
or indeed during his whole life. For the pe- 
nalty is said to be endless damnation om all 
mankind. Did he endure an amount of mise- 
ry equal to this? Certainly not. For Trinita- 
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rians themselves will not allow that the Deity 
himself suffered—nothing but the humanity of | 
Jesus suffered on the cross, according to their | 
own views. Christ, then, must suffer as many 
eternities of misery as there ever were and will 
be individuals in the human family, in order to 
suffer the full amount of the penalty said to | 
hate been incurred. | 
7. Because all those passages of scripture | 
that the advocates of this system commonly ad- | 
duce in support of the doctrine of substitution, 
are either erroneously translated, or highly fig- 
urative passages, used in accordance with the 
Hebrew manner of speaking, and the customs 
of almost ail the oriental nations at the time 
the seriptures were written. Ani those pas- 
sages that speak on the subject in plain, unam- 
biguous terms, without any metaphor or figure, - 
are directly opposed to the doctrine of substitu- | 
tion. e.g. The following: “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” “‘ Every one shall die 
for his OWN iniquity: every man that eateth | 
the sour grape, His teeth shall be set on edge.” | 
‘“¢The son shall not die for the father, nor the | 
father for theson.” ‘ But HE that doeth wrong | 
shall receive for the wrong that he hath done.” 
God, “ without respect of persons, judgeth ac- 
cording to every man’s work.” ‘ Who will 
render to every man according as his work shall 
” 


Having stated some of the most prominent 
objections that present themselves to our mind 
against the popular doctrine of the Atonement, 
we shall now proceed to state what we con- 
ceive to be the true doctrine in relation to this / 
subject. 

The word, Atonement, is found but once in 
all the New Testament: and then it is not 
said to be received by God as a satisfaction for 
sin, but is said to be received by man; and sig- 
nifies simply, reconciliation. See Rom. y, 11. 
“ But we also jey in God through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement,” (or reconciliation.) The Greek 
word katallage, here rendered atonement, is in 
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all other places in the N. T. uniformly pier: 


ed recunciliation. So also the verb, : 
corresponding therewith, is unjformly 

ed to reconcile; and might be rendered, to 
atone, with the same propriety that kat is 
here rendered atonement. See for ex a 
verse where both the participle and poun oc- 
cur: 2d Cor. v. 19, “ To wit, that God wasin 


Christ, kosmon katallasson eauto, ing (re- 
conciling) the world unto himerif: nal pes 
ting their trespasses unto them ; and hath com- 
mitted unto us, ton logon tes katallages, the 
word of atonement,’’ (reconciliation. ) 

Atonement, or reconciliation, is necessary. 
the part of man ; but it is not necessary on the 
part of God. God is not, and never was, irres 
conciled to man. If he were, he never could 
become reconciled, without an infinite change 
teking place in his nature, which can neverbe. 
Man is the ouly irreconciled party, the only be- 
ing that needed or required the atonement;.and 
al! that he ever did or ever will need, is,to be 
reconciled to God, who ever was and ever will 
be his unchanging Friend. 

‘If this is the light in which the atonement 
is to be viewed, pray tell us,” says the reader; 
“‘ how are we to consider the mission, suffer- 
ings, and death of Christ—what their obj 
how efficacious—how beneficial to mankind ?”? 

1. The mission of Christ. The principal eb- 





| ject of his mission was, to instruct and enlight- 
| en mankind—to teach them the true and amia- 


ble character of God; that they might be re- 


' coneiled to him—in short, it was to “ bear wit- 
‘ness unto the truth,” that man might “ believe 


the truth” and be “ made free” and “ sanetifi- 
ed” thereby. Jesus says, (John xviii ;-37,) 
“to this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear wit. 


‘ness unto the truth.” Again he says, “ believe 


the truth, and the truth shall make you free :* 
and again, “ Sanctify them through thy truth ; 
thy word is truth.” 

2. The sufferings of Christ—were incidental 
to the circumstances and object of his mission ; 
but were not without their benevolent desi 
and beneficial effects. He, not only, thank 
sealed the testimony that he bore to the trath, 
with his own blood, but exhibited the benevo- 
lence, and commended ‘the love, of that God, 
whose son and messenger he was, to a sinful 
and unreconciled world ; and proved that his 
“ love was stronger than death,” that “ 
waters could not quench it, nor the floods drowa 
it;” designing, by a display of the benevolence 


‘of heaven, to reconcile man to his Father.and 


his God. Here was no display of the Divine 
wrath, no exhibition of the vindietive fury of 
an angry God, to satisfy the demands of his in» 
flexible justice by inflicting infinite misery on 
an innocent Son, in order to avenge himself for 
the sins of a guilty world. The sufferings of 
Christ were not demanded by God, as a satis- 


‘faction to his justice, on account of the sins-of 
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mange but exhibited by him, as an evidence of 

ve to man. “ For God.commendeth his 
Jove to-us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ diedfor us.” Rom. v; 8. “ For God 
#0 loved the world, (he was'not,so angry at it, 
but he so loved it,) that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everiasting life.— 
For God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
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demn the world, but that the world through | 
him-‘might be saved.” Jobn iii; 16,17. Look | 


to the life, the ministry, the miracles, and the 
sufferings of Christ, from the beginning to the 
#nd—and nothing is seen throughout, but one 
<ontinued display of unearibly fove end mercy 
to the children of men. 

3. The death of Christ.—This was necessa- 
ry, not only to seal with his own blood the tes- 
ti that he bore, but more especially, and 

isplayed in his resurrection, and life and im- 
mortality brought to light; thereby proving 
the‘divinity of his mission and the truth of his 
4octrine, and giving to man the hope of life 
and immortal felicity beyond the confines of 
the dreary tomb. 
‘dreary were the pilgrimage of man’s life, and 
his end still more gloomy and sad. Perpetual 
darkness would hover over the region of the 
grave, blacker than the rayless meridian of 
midaright gloom. But through the death and 
resurrection of Christ, a light, more brilliant 
than the mid-day sun, has dawned on the nicht 
of ‘the tomb.—The splendour of Heaven’s 
eternal glory hes burst athwart the darkness 
of the grave, dissipated the gloom of death, and 
given to man, a hope, big with immortality, 
that is, as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast—Death is swallowed up in the victo- 
ty of Life, and tears wiped from the weeping 
yes of all humanity. 

These were the momentous objects of the 
mission, sufferings, and death of Christ—ob- 
jects infinitely worthy of the benevolence of 
Ged, the mediation of his Son, and the admira- 
tion and joy of humanity—to enlighten mankind, 
reconcile them to God, and give them the hope 
of life and immortality. 

It will here be proper to notice some ex- 
—— in scripture, that have commonly 

en understood to favour the doctrine of sub- 
stitution, or the popular views of Atonement, 


‘a8 contradistinguished from the view we have | 


just taken of the subject. We shall therefore 


= a few of these passages, and paraphrase 


» in order to give the sense in which we 
understand them. 

St. Peter says, in the language of our text, 
“Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God,” 
&e. That is, Christ being just, hath once suf- 


fered in consequence of the sins, and in behalf 


of the unjust, that by his mediation he might 
Yeeoncile and bring them to God. St. Paul 


pineal? that the power of God might be | 


Without this, dark and | 
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says, (2d Cor.v; 21,) “For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew nosin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” ' That is, he bath permitted him, who 
never committed any sin, to be accounted and 
treated as a sinner, that we might thereby be 
convinced of our sins, (Jude 15,) reconciled to 
God, and conformed to his righteousness. Isa. 
lili; 4. “Surely hv hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows,” &c. See this explained, 
Matt. viii, 16, 17. “ And he cast out the spir- 
| its with his word, and healed all that were 
sick ; that it might be fulfilled which was spo- 
ken by Esaias the prophet, saying, himself took 
our infirmities and bear our sicknesses.” ‘The 
removal, by Christ, of the natural evils and 
maladies to which mankind were subject, was 
a beautiful representation of his office and la- 
bors, in removing their moral maladies, by en- 
lightening their minds and reforming their lives. 
The next verse in this chapter is considered 
one of the strongest texts in the whole Bible in 
favour of the popular doctrine of substitution : 
“‘ But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities : .the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and with 
| his stripes we were healed.” We may thus 
| paraphrase tuese words: He was weniied in 
consequence of our transgressions, he was bruts- 
| ed on account of our iniquities: he endured 
the chastisement consequent upon his under- 
taking to effect our peace, and though he suf- 
fers many stripes, yet by his labours are we 
healed. ‘Though the above language is highly 
figurative, as are many other texts relating to 
the same subject, yet we think we have given 
the sense intended by the inspired writer.— 
This will appear further obvious by consider- 
ing the 11th verse, which declares that “ by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justi- 
fy many,” (or the multitude;) i. e. By the 
knowledge which he will impart, be shal! bring 
them to justification ; “for he shall bear their 
| iniquities ;”’ i. e. remove them ; the same as his 
bearing their sicknesses, signified his removing 
| them. 
If any ene complains of the liberty we have 
| taken with these texts, in order to have their 
| 
} 
| 











meaning comport with those that are plain and 

strictly literal, let him be reminded that it is a 
| liberty which we feel bound to use, and one 
which he himself uses with many passages of 
scripture, particularly such as the following : 
| “1 am the bread of life.” “ For my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.—— 
| He that eateth my flesh. and drinketh my 
| blood, dwelleth in me, andlin him.” “ Ver- 
| ily I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the 
| Son of man, and drink his blood, ve have no 
| life in you.” Now no one, unless it be the 
| Roman Catholic, understands these texts Jiter- 


| ally; and we doubt very much whether he 
does, strictly speaking. Hence we conceive 
that we have not only a right, but that it is our 
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bounden duty, to explain seripture by scripture, 
and to use the rational faculiies God has giv- 
en us, in order to make the scriptures harmo- 
nize throughout in all their paris. ; 

When we read that “ Christ died ror us,” 
we are not to understand the word fur as ceno- 
ting substitution, ¢. e. in room or stead of us ; 
any more than we are to understand the word 
for in this sense, in Heb. vi, 20: ‘* Whither 
the forerunner is fur us entered,” &e. If we 
are to understand the phrases, “ Christ died for 
us,” “ he suffered for us,” &c. to signify that 
he died or suffered in our room or stead, i. e. to 
prevent our dying, or suffering the penalty due 
to our crimes; then we must understand the 
expression, “‘he hath for us entered into heav- 
en,” to mean, that he hath entered into heav- 
en in our roum, or stead, i. c. to prevent us from 
entering in! But no one will admit this sense 
of the word, for, in the last instance: then why 
contend for this sense exclusively in the form- 
er? Itis true, Christ died for us—he suffered 
for us; that is, on our behalf, and for our bene- 
jit: the same as Washington and the heroes of 
the revolution, suffered for, or in behalf, (tho’ 
not in room, or stead,) of their country ; with 
this difference, however, that the heroes of the 
revolution suffered for one country only; Je- 
sus for the whole world; they for a temporal, 
he for an eternal and spiritual salvation. 

But all the sufferings thet the heroes of the 
revolution endured, would not have benefitted 
their country in the least, had they not succeed- 
ed in subduing or driving awey the enemy, 
and restoring peace to the country. So all the 
sufferings that Jesus ever endurcd, would, in 
themselves, be of no service to mankind, nor 
benefit our race in the least, shou!d he not suc- 
ceed in enlightening their minds, reclaiming 
them from sin, and reconciling the world to 
God. In the language of scripture, therefore, 
and in accordance with the common custom of 
Christians, we say, Christ suffered and died for 
us—that “ he gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time ;” that “ by the grace 
of God he tasted death for every man :” that 
is, that his mission, sufferings, and death, were 
designed for the denejit of all mankind ; and in 
the accomplishment of their object, he will 
bring -all mankind to know and be reconciled 
to God, and enjoy his salvation.. 

To illustrate this important subject in all its 
parts, and bring it home to the understanding 
of each individual, we will introduce the fol- 
lowing similitude. A Father has a numerous 
family of children, all dear to his affections, 
and beloved of his soul. But notwithstanding 
he is affectionate and kind to them, providing 
every thing necessary to their comfort and hap- 
pace they—the first-born only excepted-~all 

ecome disaffected towards him, erroneously 
— him to be their enemy, become irrec- 
oy) to 


his government and service, disobe- 


dient to his commands, discontented in his 
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. 
presence, znd finally forsake him end their pa- 
ternal mansion, and wander into a far distar 
and desolate wilderness, where the prow 
tiger roams, and the lion, crouching, seeks 
prey, where the hissing serpent winds his slow 
and soaky benigth along, and the hideous alli- 
gator crawls amid the oozy, vapid filth, where. 
every breath is poisoned with deadly exhale- 
tions, and every step is danger; there their af- 
fections became more and more alienated from 
their father, they indulge in every species of 
debauchery and crime, and are in tual 
danger of destruction and death. The tother 
sees his wayward children far from home and 
happiness, lost in sin, wandering in the per- 
plexing ways of iniquity, and exposing them.» 
selves to all sorts of danger and suffering—he 
loves, he pities his deluded sons—he seeks tu 
recover them from their lost condition—ealls 
to him his only remaining son, the elder broth - 
er of his alienated children, and says to him, 
“« My dear, my well-beloved, my only remain- 
ing and obedient son, I have nourished apd 
brought up children, and-they have rebelled 
against me; your brethren have all gone astray, 
they have together become evil doers, there is 
none that doeth good among them, no not oné ; 
they are alienated from me, not knowing how 
much I love them, and are exposing themselves 
to innumerable dangers and sufferings; Afe 
you willing to go and seek for them in the wil- 
derness? Are you willing to sacrifice your per- 
sonal ease and happiness, and undertake to re- 
claim your erring and wayward brethten, and 
bring them back to my house, my home, and to 
happiness, and convince them that I love them 
still, notwithstanding all their disaffection and 
disobedience?’ A smile of benevolence lights 
up the glowing features of the son, and with 
promptness he replies: “Lo, I come, as ft is 
written of me, to do thy will,O my father. I 
am ready at thy command—I undertake with 
joy the important and arduous task of media- 
ting between thee and my disobedient breth- 
ren, of convincing them of thy love, and bring- 
ing them back to thee.” The son sets ovf on 
the important mission—he finds his deluded 
brethren in the unhappy condition before rep- 
resented—he comes to the brethren that were 
his own, but they receive him not. . He testi- 
fies to them the love of his father and their fa-. 
ther, assures them that he is ready and willing 
to receive them again to the favours and hospi- 
tality of his house, entreats them to be recon- 
ciled to him, to forsake the follies and errours 
of their lives, and return to the bosom and love 
of their father. But they refuse to receive him 
as the accredited messenger of their father, re- 
ject and disbelieve the testimony that he bears 
of his father’s good will to them, despise, re- 
vile, buffet and maltreat him, and at length, 
with the fury of demons, lay violent hands on 
him; and after beating him most cruelly—he, 
all the while praying for their happiness, and 
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testifying of his. father’s love forthem—they 
reat’ Blips! side with the atealy Br 
and lay him stretcht and bleeding on the 
ground! But by some mysterious, unseen hand, 
he’ is again restored to animation, life and 

th. ‘Still, undismayed with all their ob- 

, and his sufferings, he perseveres in his 


” efforts to accomplish the object for which he 


was sent, demonstrates the good willof his fa- 
ther towards them, shows that he came not to 
condemn but to save, and finally succeeds in 





convincing them of their errours, in reconciling | 
them to their father, to himself, and to one an- | 


other, and brings back his long lost brethren in 
triumph to his father’s house, where is peace 
and safety, and bread enough and to spare—he 


ADVOCATE. 


ther benefit to man, in themselves considered, 
than as they served to commend and manifest 
the love of God, that shone through him, to the 
world of mankind. It is his » his per- 
severance, and the success that attends those 1a- 
bours of the mediator, in enlightening, reconcil- 
ing, and bringing man back to his heavenly pa- 
rent, which constitute the blessing to the hee 
ntan family through Christ. True, the elder 
brother of human nature has saffered much, 
very much, and endured the bitter agonies of 
death ; but this was incidental to the arduous- 
ness of his undertaking, and to the ulterior ob- 
jects of his mission ; viz —to reconcile his 
brethren, and “‘save them from their sins.”— 


, “ For God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 


sees of the travail of his soul, and is satisfie¢— | 


the arte 7 of his father has prospered in his | 
hand—and he beholds, through the instrumen- 
tality of his labours, his lost brethren found, the 


wicked reclaimed, and the wretched made 


happy. 
it this similitude we see represented in | 


miniature the whole economy of divine grace ; | 
| ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 


the father represents our heavenly parent ; the 
elder son, Jesus Christ ; and the alienated and 


disobedient sons, the whole human family. If | 
| out God in the world; but. now in Christ Je- 


this representation be correct—as we believe it 
is, as far as the subject is capable of being re- 
nted by @ similitude drawn from human 


events and circumstances—the following facts | 


are made obvious: 
1. God was never irreconciled or disafiected 
towards man—He ever did and ever will love 


all his children with an unlimited and unalter- | 


able affection—all the irrecontciliation, disaffec- 
tidn, and alienation that ever existed, was on 
the part of man—Mankind had become alien- 
ated from God “‘ through the ignorance that was 
in them,” and by “ wicked works.” There- 
fore God never required the sufferivgs of Christ 
on his own account, or as a satisfaction to him- 
self, 

4 The sufferings of Christ were not intend- 
ed to deliver man from deserved punishment for 
his sins, or as a substitution in room of the suf- 
ferings of man—for we see that the sinner 
bears his own iniquity—the alienated sons are 
wretched and miserable, and suffer every pri- 
vation ef happiness, so long as they continue 
estranged from their father’s house, so long as 
they continue wandering in the wilderness, 
surrounded with danger, and so many torment- 
giving enemies; and it is not impossible but 
that some of them may have received wounds 
so deep that it may require some length of 
time for them to become perfectly healed of 
their wounds, unless they have more than an 
ordinarily good physician. Hence the idea 
that all men do and must individually suffer 
according to the demerit of their sins, is not in- 

i fle with the fact that Christ suffered 
gnd died for, or on behalf of them. 

3,:The sufferings of Christ were of no fur- 





love wherewith he hath loved us, even when 
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ ; (by grace are ye saved ;) 
and hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; 
that in the ages to come, he might shew the 

xceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus—At that time 


commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
eovenant of promise, having no hope, and with- 


sus, ye, who sometimes were far off, are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ—And that he might 
reconcile both (Jews and Gentiles) unto God 
in one body by the cross, having slain the en- 
mity thereby ; and came and preached peace 
to you which were afar off, and to them that 
were nigh. For through him we both have 
actess by one spirit unto the Father. Now 
therefore, ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God.”? (See the whole of 
this chapter, Eph. ii.) And when “ the full- 
ness of the Gentiles shall be brought in, all Is- 
rael shall be saved; as it is written: There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, who 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jaegb.””— 
Rom. xi, 25, 26. 

The above obvious facts, that the evidence 
adduced from scripture in support of them, will 
serve as a further illustration of what was con- 
sidered in the former part of this discourse, to 
wit, the object and benefits of Christ’s mission, 
sufferings and labours. 

It now remains to consider, for a few mo- 
ments, wherein man needs a pardon from God, 
and how God can consistently forgive man his 
sins, if indeed the latter suffers a just punish- 
ment for all his iniquities. It is, in the opinion 
of many, one of the most difficult tasks in the 
world, to reconcile these two ideas: viz: that 
of a just punishment for sin, and of forgiveness 
of sin. 

That every: transgression must receive a 
“« just recompense of reward,” that “ whosdev- 
er doeth wrong, shall receive for the. wrong 
that he hath done,” is a truth that cannot be 
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disputed, without denying direcily the testi- 
mony of scripture. And it is equally true that 
the seri maintain the doctrine that God 
isa God of mercy, “ forgiving iniquity trans- 
gression and sin.” Thus the Psalmist declares, 
“Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy ; for 
thou renderest unto every man according to his 
work.” God declares his name unto Moses ; 
“ The Lord, the “‘ Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousaads, forgiv- 
ing iniquity and transgression, and sin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty.” And Isaiah ; 
“‘Comfort ye, comfort ye my people saith your 
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, 





that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath re- | 
ceived of the Lurd’s hand double for all her sins.”” | only in the performance of your duty, and the 
‘These, and numerous other texts that mightbe | practice of obedience, can you find substantial 


quoted, abundantly prove both a just punish- 
went for, and the forgiveness of sin. 


But the | happiness below. 


inquirer will ask, “ how are these ideas to be | 


reconciled with each other?” 


alive again, Or, to appeal.to eyery earthly pe~ 
, honey see 


rent in sia circumstances. bas hh , 
nature is, would not every father say 40. his’ 
children in this situation, “my children, I re- 
joice that you have come home I freely for- 
give you for the follies and errors that are past ;. 
they cannot be remedied nor recalled—all Task 
of you is obedience in future—conformity to 
my law, and that, hereafter, you go. no more 
astray—true, you have practiced evil with a. 
high hand, you have sinned much, and you 
have suffered much in consequence of it—you 
have reapt the reward, and eat the bitter fruit of 
your own evil doing— Let what you have suffer- 
ed for your sin’ be a solemu admonitionto you 
for the future ; and may it teach you that mise- 
ry is the inevitable consequence of vice ; that 


enjoyment and peace, and that ‘ virtue alone is 


9” 


By the above representation every rational 
person may, and every purent must, see and un- 


To answer this question, we will again refer | derstand, both how the labours of the Mediator 


to the similitude before introduced. Here we 
see a family of sinful and disobedient children, 


| 


in bringing back his sinful brethren of the hu- 
man family to their Father God, are consistent 


having wandered fur from their father’s housey | with their suffering a just punishment for their 
in the forbidden paths of sin and iniquity, hav- | sins; and likewise how forgiveness of sins is 


ing polluted their way before him, and “ pier- 
ced themselves through with many sorrows,” 
in consequence of their alienation and sinful 
course: at length they are brought to them- 
selves, see the folly and misery of their ways, 
and determine to return to their father’s house. 
But with what feelings and temper of mind do 
they come ? In deep humility, with shame de- 
picted on their faces for their numerous errours 
and vices, like ihe returning prodigal, con- 
scious of their own unworthines, they approach 
their father saying, ‘“‘ Father, we have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and are no 
more worthy to be called thy sons.” So deep- 
ly sensible are they of their sinfulness that they 
do not even dare to claim the privilege of sons, 
but say, “ do but receive and make us but as 
hired servants.” 
father receive them? See the answer in the ac- 
count of the prodigal’s father. He does not 
wait till his -transgressing children get clear 
home ; but when he sees them returning, even 
while yet a great way off, he roms to meet and 
embrace them. And while they are confessing 
their sins, imploring his forgiveness, and say- 
ing within themselves, “ How can oar father 
ever consent to receive again into his favour such 
guilty wretches as we are ? how can he ever 
forgive such enormities as we have practiced ?” 
the father interrupts them with expressions of 
kindness and joy, commands that they be cloth- 
ed with the best robes, that rings be put on 
their hands, shoes on their feet, that the fatted 
calf be killed, a feast prepared, and that all 
unite in rejoicing that his children who were 
lost are found, that those who were dead are 


How in this case does the | 








compatible with the latter. 

In view of this subject, brethren, while con- 
templating on the unalterable benevolence of 
God, the condescension, the labours, and suffer- 
ings of his Son in our behalf, and the mercy of 
our Father in heaven, in forgiving our sins and 
receiving us, after all our wanderings, again 
into his Divine favour and the enjoyment of his 
everlasting love, let gratitude to God fill our 
hearts, love unfeigned inspire our songs of 
\praise, and constant obedience mark the resi- 
due of our lives. 
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ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


«4 EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITI.”” 











LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 
Hartroan, Sept. 29, 1829. 
Br. Doubleday :—After taking my leave of you aud 


your lady at Utica, I took the stage for this piace at 
which without much vexation or delay save riding in 
the night and having plenty of rain I arrived at Hart- 
ford, of which | hed heard much but had not before 
seen. The place is quite pleasant and doing some 
business, It is something of a religious place. Ortho- 
doxy is powerful enough here, though | should think 
less so than formerly. Here is a very neat and con- 
venient house belonging to the Universalists and a 
very pleasant society, apparently fast increasing under 
the well received pastoral labours of br. Rayner. 

You are aware that Br. Rayner was for a great num 
ber of years a preacher in the Episcopal connection, 
and was deservedly esteemed as a man of talents and 
piety. He is somewhat advanced in life, but still ap- 
pears young—except in the maturity of his wisdom, 
and his extensive knowledge of human nature. It iy 
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only about two years ‘since he became openly a Uni- 


versalist. He bas done mach for our cause in this state 
and isdoing much at thistime. He is highly esteemed. 

Ihave preached two Subbaths to the Universalists 
in this city, and was happy to find large and attentive 
congregations, not of merely curious hearers, but of 
helievers in the impartial goodness of God. Univer- 
shlists in the Eastern states observe the ordinances 
more than we do at the West. This is undoubtedly 
attegded with some advantages. | wish men to learn 
to regard the substance a3 well as the shadow. 

Universalism in the state of Connecticut is iucreas- 
iug, fast probably as the march of intellect warrants. 
People here can laugh at the * blue laws” as well as 
we at the West. I have been here too short « time 
to offer an opinion but from what I have seen, liberal 
sentiment is not more prevalent here than it is in the 
‘Western states. 

The Orthodox tell strange stories about the West- 
ern & South Western states. They would allow that at 

“Auburn and perhaps a little further beyond that love- 

ly-village, the people are civilized but they think they 
carry the tomahawk and scalping knife in Ohio and 
the great valley of the Mississippi, poor benighted re- 
gion! You do not hug Calvinism so steadily as does 
the Jand of steady habits,” but never mind. The 
“good folles here will soon over spread your land with 
tracts. -Then you will bang your witches, and per- 
haps purge the land of all infidelity. 

Wherever I see the Orthodox I am convinced they 
fear their days are numbered and that they are ussur- 
ed.they postpone their doom only by extraordinary 
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exertions. They are at work, but I trust it will be 
tle mountain in the fable, a mouse is the fruit. But 
really { almost begin to pity the orthodox. They are ' 
sadby troubled, beset on every side, and no means but 
falsehood for defence. Well do they say it is a hard 
job to get to heaven, surely they take a rugged path. 

May God teach them better. They will never teach | 
themselves. 


I have nothing new to write. I start to-morrow for 
Boston, and shall hasten back to my warm hearted | 
friends at Auburn soon as possible, | 

Yours sincérelv, O. A. Brownson. 


UNION OF PAPERS—-NEW ARRANGEMENT. 


The publishers of the Gospel Advocate, and 
Evangelical Magazine, have made arrange- 
ments for consolidating the two papers, after 
the first of January next. We believe the 
measure will be beneficial to the cause of Uni- 
versalism. A greater quantity of matter, in 

roportion to the price, can be afforded without 
oss to the publisher; and other advantages 
will arise which will readily be suggested to 
the mind of the reader. 
have the utmost confidence in the integrity and 
talents of Brother Skinner. His theological 
views are exhibited in a Sermon copied into 
this number. 

Farther remarks are deferred till the return 


We will add that we } 





of Brother Brownson. 
0. F. Dousrepay. 


4 


The Editor and Publisher of this paper has 
recently entered into an arrangement with the 
Publisher of the Gospel Advocate, Mr. U. F. 
Doubleday, for uniting that paper, which is now 
published at Auburn, under the Editorial care 
of Br. O. A. Brownson, with the Evangelical 
Magazine, and publishing both together in one 
paper, at Utica, from and after the first of Jan- 
uary next. This arrangement has been for 
sometime contemplated, and we trust will be 
attended with the most salutary and happy con- 
sequences. The advantages attending it will 
be many and important. Though each of these 
papers is now tolerably well sustained, and af- 
forded to subscribers at a very moderate price, 
it will appear obvious to all, that, were the pa- 
trons of both united in the support of one, it 
would be better supported, and could be af- 
forded to subscribers still cheaper than either 
can be under the present, or hitherto existing 
arrangement. By this arrangement, effected 
with the most amicable feelings,*no occasioh 
will or can exist for any collision of interests, 
or bickerings of contention, between the diffe- 
rent publishers or editors. One good paper, 
published in the centre of this large and grow- 
ing state, patronized by the great body of the 
large and rapidly increasing denomination of 
Universalists, in NewYork and adjacent States, 
will be well sustained. For it will not only 
contain a correct journal of the proceedings of 
the various Associations and bodies of Univer- 
salists in this state, and a faithful summary of 
those of other bodies and the state of the cause 
throughout the country, but will also unite or 
concentrate in its columns the most of the ta- 
lent and contributions of Universalist writers 
in the State of New-York. It will pursue an 
independent and straight-forward course in the 
inculeation and defence of the doctrines be- 
lieved by Universalists to be plainly taught in 
the Bible, and sanctioned by reason, in the de- 
fence of equal, civil and religious rights and 
liberties to all, in the diffusion of knowledge, 
and the inculcation of those principles which 
will be salutary and profitable in society. 

We are happy to know that this arrangement 
meets the cordial approbation of the friends of 


| our cause generally, so far as their minds have 


been ascertained ; and that they promise their 
influence and support in aid of the undertak- 
iug. We have not yet fully decided on the size 
and form of the future work, but shall soon ; and 
shall shortly issue a prospectus for the same.Our 
patrons may however calculate on an enlarge- 
ment from the present size of the Magazine. 
N. B. Mr. Doubleday, the present publisher 
of the Gospel Advocate will act as general A- 
gent in the vicinity of Auburn and westward, 
in receiving yet agar orders & remittances, 
for the future work when the Advocate and 


Magazine are united ; unless it should be moré 
convenient for agents and subscribers to send 


directly to Utica. D. SKINNER, Editor of 


the Evangelical Magazine. 
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LLL 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

MINUTES of the proceedings of the Cayuga 
Association. of Universahsts in 1829. 

The Cayuga Association met agreeable to 
previous adjournment, on Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 7th, 1829. 

Appointed Br. Joun S. Fuacier, Modera- 
tor, and Brs. Dotpuus SKINNER and NELSON 
DoouittT_e, Clerks. 

Ministering Brethren present. 

John 8. Flagler, York, Livingston co. N. Y. 
Dolphus Skinner, Utica, N. Y. Nelson Doo- 
little, Berkshire, Tioga co. N.Y. Jacob Chase, 
jr. Marcello», Onondaga co. N.Y. Stephen 
Miles, Lee, Oneida co. N. Y. G. H. Ellis. 

Names of Delegates. 

David Merrick, Homer, Cortland co. N.Y. 

Aaron Legg, Caroline, Tioga co. N. Y. 

Robert Earl, Marcellus, Onondaga co. 

Nathan Kelsey, N.Y. 

Standart, Auburn, Cayuga co. N.Y. 

Peter Ladow, ) Sempronius, Cayuga co. 

Francis Wood,§ N. Y. 

G. H. Patrick, Geddes, Onondaga co. N.Y. 

United in devout prayer to Almighty God 
with Br. Doolittle. 

Received the credentials of Delegates, and 
letters from Societies in Fellowship with this 
Association. 

Voted to receive the Universalist Society of 
Homer into the fellowship of this Association. 

Adjourned the council till after publick wor- 





ship. 

After service met in council. 

Appointed Brs. Flagler, Miles, and Doolit- 
tle, a committee to receive requests for letters 
of fellowship or for ordination. 

Heard and accepted the report of the com- 
mittee of Discipline for the last year. 

Appointed Brs. James Foster, A. Green, and 
N. Doolittle, a committee of Discipline for the 
ensuing year. 

Thursday morving met in council, and open- 
ed by uniting in prayer with Br. Flagler— 
Received request from Society in Geddes for 
the fellowship of the Association. 

Voted to grant said request. 

Application being made, the committee on 
requests for letters of fellowship, &c. reported 
in favour of granting 2 letter of fellowship to 
Br. Jacob Chase, jr. as preacher of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Voted to accept this report and grant said 
request. 

oted that Br. D. Skinner prepare the min- 
utes of this Association for the press, accompa- 
ny the same with a Circular, and that they be 
published in the Gospel Advocate. 
Order of Publick Service. 

Wednesday, A. M.—Introductory prayer, 
Br. D. Skinner. Sermon, Br. J. S. Flagler. 
Text, Matthew xviii;3. Concluding prayer 
by Br. N. Doolittle. 





P. M.—Introduetory, prayer, Br, St 
Miles, Sermon, Br. D. Skinner. ‘Fe 


iv, 18,19. Concluding prayer, Br. J. hase, 


jr . 
Evening.—Prayer, Bre Flagler. Sermon, 


Br. Miles. Text, Psalm 106, 3. Concluding... 
prayer, Br. Chase. ’ 
Order of Service on Thursday.—Prayer by 
Br. D. Skinner. Sermon by N. Doolittle. — 
Text, 1st Thessalonians 5, 21. Closing prayer~ 
by Br. G. H. Ellis. , 

Afternoon Service.—Ititroductory prayer by 
Br. J. 8. Flagler. Sermon by Br. J. Chase,. . 
jr. ‘Text, Matthew viii, 11. Closing prayer: 
t Br. S. Miles. Adress to the swallngs f 
the Association by Br. J. S. Flagler. Con- 
cluding prayer by Br. S. Miles. 

Adjourned this Association to meet at Genoa, 
Cayuga co. on the first Wednesday and’Thurs- 
day in October, 1830. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The Cayuga Association of Universalists in an- 
nual session convened, to the Churches and. 
Societies in fellowship, and to ail believers in. 
the like precious faith with us, whithersoever 
scattered abroad, sendeth christian saluta+ 
tions of peace, brotherly love and good will. 
BRETHREN—By the grace of God ovr Sa- 

viour——the Saviour of all men—by the good 
will of Him that dwelt in the bush, and by the 
continuation of that parental benignity of which 
we have been made the happy participants 
and witnesses, we have been permitted onte- 
more to meet together in annual council, de-. 
liberate on those measures best calculated to- 
promote the jnterests of our Zion, extend the- 
cords of brotherly love, promote peace on earth 
and good will to men, and to unite our hearts 
and voices in publick and divine worship. 

Our meeting has been distinguished with 
harmony and perfect unanimity. No corro- 
ding divisions, no root of bitterness has sprang 
up to trouble us. Our deliberations were in 
peace, and our worship unalloyed and undis- 
turbed. Although, from the unpleasantness 
of the weather and bad state of traveliing, a 
less number, both of preachers aud hearers, 
attended than on some former occasions, set 
our number has been respectable and our ses- 
sion an interesting one. One brother in the 
ministry received a letter of fellowship as co- 
labourer in the dissemination of the glorious 
gospel, and we trust will do us good. 

In the sanctuary of worship, in the minis- 
trations of the word, we were reminded of the 
necessity and importanee of conversion from 
sin to holiness, from ignorance to knowledge, 
from darkness to light, and from pride to hu- 
mility and child-like meekness, innocence and 
docility, in order to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven—a kingdom of righteousness, peace 
and joy in the holy spirit—which God has es- 
tablished in the earth by the advent and min- 
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> istry of his Son: that all true believers who 
ate converted and became as little children, 
““6do enter into the rest” and enjoyment of this 
kingdom inthe present tense. We were re- 
aminded that the spirit of God was poured out 
upon Jesus without measure, that it dwelt rich- 
ly upon him, insoutuch that he was annointed 
to preach the gospel to the poor, to bind up the | 
\-broken hearted, to preach deliverence to the 
‘captives, the recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord ; and that in 
the accomplishment of this object, and in the 
promulgation and ultimate effects of the gos- | 
pel, every knee shall be made humbly to bow, | 
every tongue to confess that Jesus is Lord to 
‘the glory of God the Father, and the world’s | 
emancipation from the thraldom and bondage | 
of sin and misery, and exaltation to immortal | 
happiness, will be the grand and glorious re- 
sult. And inasmuch as “ the Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad.”— 
in the works of creation, providence and grace, 
we ought so to live as to adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, which can be 
done only by “ proving all things and holding 
fast that which is good.” We were-also in- 
structed that this kingdom of God was origi- 
nally given to the Jewish nation ; but, in con- 
sequence of their neglect and abuse of the 
same, it was taken from them and given to the 
Gentiles, and they cast into outer darkness 
where was weeping and gnashing of teeth ;” 
which alluded to the destruction of Jerusalem 
and dispersion of the Jewish nation, all which 
was strikingly illustrated by the parables of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Brethren in the faith of the everlasting gos- 
pel, by which life and immortality are brought 
to light, both ministers and laymen, may you 
be faithful in the discharge of every duty.— 
Are you successful and prosperous? be not 
lifted up with pride and vanity, lest you fall 
into temptation. Are you in adversity and 
tribulation ? be not discouraged nor cast down, 
for greater is He that is for us than they which 
be against us. Do your enemies raise an im- 
posing voice and threatening front? clothe 
yourselves in the armour of God and the pan- 
oply of heaven, and stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made you free. Does 
the reputed Orthodoxy of the day—the doc- 
trines and commandments of men—frown and 
threaten, ridicule and despise ? then unite all 
your efforts, concentrate all your strength, and 
call into requisition all your resources to check 
this haughty would-be mistress of the world 
in her extravagant and mad eareer, and you 
will succeed ; for she is of human origin, and 
may be defeated by a judicious use and appli- 
eation of the sword of the spirit which is the 
word of God. Is your doctrine unpopular and 
reviled by men? so was that of our Saviour 


| out it. 





and its defenders in the primitive days of chris- ! 





tianity : if you wish to make it more popular 
never forsake its standard, nor be ashamed of 
its name ; but be open, bold and faithful in its 
defence and promulgation, and you will suc- 
ceed in making it the very thing you want it, 
more popular; but you never can succeed in 
doing this so long as you are ashamed to avow, 
and afraid to defend it. 

Finally, Brethren, be strong in the Lord and 


‘in the power of his might, always abounding 


in his work, inasmuch eas ye know that your 
labour is not in vain inthe Lord. Remember 


| that a virtuous and holy life will do more to- 


wards the upbuilding of your cause than ail 
other arguments united van possibly do, with- 
Therefore, whatsoever things are just, 
whatscever things are true, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report, if there be any 
virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things. And may the Lord bless you and a 
ransomed world now and forever, 


Per order. D. SKINNER. 





THOUGHTS ON TAKING AWAY THE 8IN OF 
THE WORLD. 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.—John the Baptist. 

And has the Lamb of God indeed undertak- 
en the blessed work, to take away the sin of 
the world ? Yes! glory and honour be to God ; 
it is a blessed truth. John the Baptist preach- 
ed so to the multitude, the Lord God also pro- 
claimed this good news to the two first sinners, 
and also to Abraham. David also used tosing, 
“ unto thee, O Lord, shall all flesh come ; as 
for our transgressions thou shalt purge them 
away.” And the prophets, “ a fountain shall 
be opened for sin, when I shall take away their 
sins, saith the Lord.” ‘And the apostle Pau}, 
“God in Christ :econciling the world to him- 
self,” and Peter, ‘“* God having raised up his 
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you by turning 
away every one of you from his iniquities ;” 
and “he has appeared to put away sin,” and 
“ unto him that loved us and washed us from 
our sins,” &c. 

Thus we find God, angels and men, the pro- 
phets, apostles, and saints, testifying this same 
truth, viz: that God has undertaken to save 
our world from sin, and for this purpose has 
sent his Son, to destroy the worlcs of the devil, 
and ultimately to destroy death and the devil 
himself. Thus he has appeared to put away 
sin, and reconcile the world to himself—not to 
put away the wrath of God, and reconcile him 
to the world. Ovo, but to reeoncile the world 
—not a part—some small part ; O no, but bless- 
ed be God, it reads in whole numbers the 
world. And “ God is the Saviour of all men,”’ 
and “ will have all men to be saved,” and who 
hath resisted his will ? Note, Jesus Christ is 
not called an offerer of salvation, in the bible, 
no, the Saviour of sinners, even the chief of 
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sinners from their sins ; not to rescue us out ; 
of the hands of God’s good justice, and save us | 
from punishment, pain, death, hell and damna- | 
tion, because these are needful discipline, and | 
ought not to be taken away, so long as siti re- | 
mains ; no, but a greater salvation than all this, 
to save us from our sins—not to take away the | 
condemnation of sinless infants, but the sin of 
the world. 
And what a great undertaking this must be, : 
considering how much sin there is in the world, | 
and what a good and benevolent thing, when 
we consider what ‘a bad and filthy thing sin is, , 
and how much it needs taking away—and | 
what a glorious work, considering what glory 
it brings to God and good to his universe ; and | 
what benevolence and condescension is here, | 
when we take into view the high and exalted 
station, and character of the undertaker, the | 
prince of heaven ; who stooped from his throne | 
of glory, he had with the Father, before the 
world was, and came down to sinful earth, to 
take away that most offensive and disgusting | 
nuisance, the moral filth and pollution, the sin 
of the worid; what a grand enterprize ! the | 
greatest, best, —_— beneficial we everread | 
or heard of ;—worthy the great projector, and ! 
undertaker—hpw far exceeding all the greatest | 
achievements of man. The men of old under- | 
took to beild a city and tower, whose top should | 
reach the heaven, but they fell into confusion | 
and failed iu their enterprize. Solomon in his 
wisdom erected great works, as the temp!e, | 
cities, and a navy that filled the land with gold | 
and silver ; but these have all perished in the 
using, and scarcely left a trace behind :: but 
behold a greater than Solomon is here. Her- 
cules is said to have rid the earth of monsters ; 
but the Lamb of God has undertaken to clear 
the world of more hideous and venomous, and 
even to slay the old dragon himself, and with 
more than Herculean strength to‘ heave the 


Washington, the political father and saviour of 
our country from oppression and tyranny, was 
a great and good man; but behold a greater 
than Washington is here—who has undertaken 
to save our world from a worse than British 
slavery—to emancipate our world from the 
most degrading bondage of sin. 

And indeed, so great is the utility of this 
work, that nothing will answeras a substitute, 
even were it possible to take away all pain, 
sickness, sorrow, death, hell and damnation out 
of the world ; yet if sin is not taken away, this 
root of bitterness would soon sprout and grow, 
and produce all these evils again. But behold 
the Lamb of God lays the axe at this root of 
all evil, thisbohon-upas tree, and is now hew- 
ing it down, and will finally take it all away, 
and consume it with the spirit of his mouth, 
and the brightness of his appearing: that is, 
he will finally cause light, truth and love to 





dispel alt darkness, errour and sin out of God’s 


universe forever, and goodness will overtome, 
and trimmph over all evil; He the Lamb of 
God, has appeared in our world, to put away 
sin, not to put away the wrath of God ; but to), 
put away our wrath—not to screen us from the . 


| just punishment of our sins—pot to purchase 


and procure God’s love, and favour, towards 
us; Ono, but to show us that eternal love and 
goodwill of God our Father which he bad for 
us from eternity ; not to-alter or change the 
mind of God concerning us, for we are sure it 
could not be altered for the better, no, no, but 
to alter and change us from sin to righteous- 
ness—to reform and renovate the world, until 
we shall all know the Lord from the least to 
the greatest. But who is this Lamb of God, 
who has undertaken this great and good work ? 
And now let the apostle Peter answer this great 
question for us, Peter said “ thou art Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” and our Lord ap- 
proved his answer, and blessed him, and said 


| * flesh and blood has not revealed this unto 


thee, but my Father which is in heaven ;” and 
this I think is sufficient to settle this question 
forever and will do it in every candid mind. 
But is the Lawb of God able to accomplish this 
great and glorious work? Yes, O yes, blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
he has given all power in heaven and earth 
into his hands, so that le is well able to’ go 
through with it, and he is certainly willing or 
he would never have uil@ertaken it. So we 
are sure this blessed work will be done, and 
well done. 

But how, and by what means will the Lami 
of God effect this great and glorious work— 
the restitution of all things; will it be by wrath 
and terrour; by the fire and smoke of Mount 
Sinai ; by the blackness and darkness and tem- 
pest ; the voice of words ; the lightning, thun- 
der and earthquake ; the sound of the trumpet 
louder and louder, until it made old Sinia quake 
to its very foundation ; or will it be effected by 
the fear, or the power of hell-fire and brim- 
stone ? O no, no, no, all these are not sufficient 
—are too weak to melt the hard heart iato love 
and repentance. The apostle says, “ what the 
law could not do in that it was weak,” God sent 
his Son the Lamb of God to do—and in his 
true character as the holy harmless Lamb of 
God he does and will carry on and accomplish 
it all by love, eternal, impartial, un¢hangeable 
love, for love is mighty to save ; Solomon said 
love is strong as death, and by scripture autho- 
rity, we can now say it is stronger than death, 
and will conquer and destroy death, and him 
that has the power of death that is the devil ;— 
for God is love, and he gave to his Son a dou- 
ble portion of his own loving spirit; this in- 
duced him to yield himself into the hands of 
his ungrateful brethren to be slain. It was 
this ardent, everlasting love to his enemies, 
that induced him freely to endure the scourge, 
the thorns, the nails, and hammer—for he lov- 









‘ed his murderers, and prayed for them to his 
» Father who he said he knew always heard 
him ; Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do. O! my brethren here is love 
indeed and in truth. ‘Then was cternal foun- 
tain for sin opened‘in the heart of our Father 
and our God—that. unbounded ocean of bene- 
nevolence in the nature of Jehovah, poured 
fourth streams—rivers, whole floods of eternal 
love, enough to quench hell, kill death, destroy 
the devil, and conquer sinners too. O! my 
sinful brethren let us by faith look unto Jesus 
this Lamb of God on the eross—and it will 
take away our sins; look unto me and be ye 
saved all the ends of the earth ; behold the 
love of God our Father—the love and kindness 
of our Saviour, towards man, towards us ap- 
: ee fenns freely from his head, his hands, 
is feet—gushing forth in copious streams from 
“his sacred side, running warm with his life- 
blood from his benevolent heart ; and say was 
there ever love like this! this is love that con- 
quers hatred. 





As nothing but light can dispel darkness, so ; 


nothing but love can expel hatred ; what thun- 
ders and wrath cannot do, that is melt hard 
-hearts into love and penitence, this love can 


and does perform; and by this the Lamb of | 


- » God ts going on conquering and to conquer ; 
taking away the sin of the world, and will not 

» fail till by the power of Almighty Love, all 
things shall be subdued unto him ; until every 
knee shall bow and every tongue confess him 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father, and God 
will be all and in all ; and then of course there 
“will be no. devil in any body for when God 
‘Shall be all’ in all, there will be no place left 
for sin, death, hell nor the devil : but God will 
de all and in all forever.— Amen. C. 


QUERIES. 

What ought of right to be the great leading 
object of our pursuit, our chief good—the aim 
and end of all our labours and desires—the 
mark of the prize for which we run ? is it hap- 
hiness, heaven and immortal glory for our- 
selves ? orthe honour and declarative glory of 
God ? Is it ourselves, or our God? or in other 
words, What is the right spring, or motive of 
action ? is it self-love, or love toGod and man ? 
what should our first petition be,—happiness, 
or hallowed be thy name ? And what our se- 
cond petition ; happiness or holiness ? What 
ought to be the spring or cause of our chief joy 
and consolation ; is it the ap and hope of 
happiness ? mansions in the skies and crowns 
of glory? or is it that the glory of the Lord 
shall endure forever, and Jesus crowned Lord 
of all? And if we adopt the latter of these pe- 
titions, that is the honour and glory of God, in- 
stead of our own honour, glory or happiness, 
then, would not happiness come fast enough, 
flowing into our bosoms like a river, spontane- 
ously, without our seeking, striving or labour- 
ing hard for it ? 

- 
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Is happiness a cause or an effect? is God 
the chief good ? or is there some greater good 
we may obtain thro’ his means ? what should 
we love and seek the Lord for? for his own 
sake, or for the sake of ourselves ? that is to 
get happiness ? Can we love one thing for the 
sake of another thing? Can we love God for 
the sake of obtaining Happiness ? or in this case 
would it not be happiness we love, and only 
want God as a secondary object, as a tool or 
mean to obtain our beloved object, our chief 
good, happiness? But if we do not seek hap- 
piness, must we not of course seek misery ?— 
why so? is there no alternative ? may we not 
| love and seek the =.ving God, our te a 

Father, for his own worthiness, and loveliness’ 
| sake, without the sinister motives of hope or 
| fear of our own happiness, or misery, but leave 
| these wholly to his wise and good disposal ? 
| But does or can affliction or misery come 

from God? does it come from a bad cause for 
'a bad end? or from a good catise fora good 
/end? what does the rod of correction spring 
from, but the love and kindness of the parent’s 
hea:t, for the best good of his child ? What 
makes an action bad? is it because it brings 
misery, or the reverse, thaf"it brings misery 
because it is bad? does bad fruit make the 
tree bad, &c. or only show us what it is? does 
the effect govern the cause or the cause the ef- 
fect? What is it then makes our actions bad 
or good, right or wrong, if it is not the conse- 
quences that follow and flow from them ? 

Is there not an eternal standard of right im- 
planted in every man’s breast ; called by. some 
the God within, and by our good old friends, 
“ the light within ?” and are not all our ections 
right or wrong according as we square them by 
this standard, according to the light and know- 
ledge we have of it, whether little or much, 
so that the heathen, the Hottentots have an 
equal chance to be good and righteous, as the 
most learned ? Is ignorance the caus? of crime, 
or the reverse ? does it not always clear the 
person from blame ? 

Will men always prefer the right when itis 
shown to them ? do men always do us well as 
| they know how to? and if they did, would there 
be one rogue, criminal, or sinner on earth ?— 
Is knowledge and instruction all that we need ? 
the one thing needful, or do we not ueed the 
love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the 
holy ghost, which God has given us, and with- 
out this love toGod and man, are we any thing 
but an empty sound ? and although knowledge, 
learning and instruction, are in themselves 
good and great things, yet without this charity, 
will they not always prove a great price ia the 
hands of a great fool, seeing he has no heart to 
it ? will it not always puff him up? and is not 
an ignorant good man preferable to a learned 
bad man? 

Do not good actions always bring peace of 
conscience, and happiness to the mind? and 
bad, wrong actions the reverse, guilt and mis- 
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ery of mind? but do our right or wrong 
actions always have the same effect on our bo- 
dies as they do on our minds ? do we not some- 
times suffer, (that is temporary bodily) misery 
for, or as a consequence of well doing ? 

May we ‘not say, all our sufferings are al- 
ways, all of them blessings in disguise, that is 
they shall finally prodyee blessings, shall be 
overruled for our best good. 

Then “ be ye reconciled toGod,” to his good 
and wise government—his providences. C. 


AN UNFEELING OUTRACE. 
To the Editor of ine Gospel Advocate : 
The following circumstances I presume are 





almost without a precedent in the dark agesof | 
the world; for in those times men who were | 


only guided by the dim light of nature, have 
not been found wanting in some degree of sym- 
pathy for the distressed. With them a child’s 
grief for theiloss of a friend & tender parent has 
been mitigat 
ty ; and even a savage will blush to be guilty of 
wounding the tender feelings of the surviving 
children of a tender and indulgent deceased 
parent. But we are compelled to say that in 
this country (although humanity will shudder 
at the idea) there are those whose hearts are 
steeled with unfeeling barbarity, and in a 
christianized Jand, where so much time and 
money is said to be expended to christianize 
the heathen, und means used to soften ‘their 
hearts to a feeling sense of affection for their 
brethren—I say, in this same country there 
are those who have ‘slandered the dead and 
injured and abused the living. If you think 
the following worthy publication, you will con- 
fer a favour on the friends of the deceased who 
feel themselves very much injured, by insert- 
ing it. The simpie facts are these :—A pre- 
tended — of the gospel and follower of 
Jesus of Nazareth, yea one of those wha preach 
the doctrine of an endless hell to all those who 
he supposes are less worthy than himself, or 
who Bae happen to pronounce shibboleth to 
his liking—this would-be-thought saint was 
calied to preach a funeral sermon at the burial 
of Mr. Daniel Stickney, a few days past, in 
the town of Groton, Tompkins co. N.Y. His 
name is Marcus Harison, and is ordained over 
the church and society in that town. Mr.Stick- 
ney was a firm believer in the universal salva- 
tion of all men to his last hour, and during his 
last sickness resided with Mr. Jehial Bachus, 
his son-in-law. I would note that Mr. Bachus 
lives in the neighbourhood where the people 
are almost to a man members of H’s. church 
and society, and the occasion of his employing 
Mr. H. was that it was an uncommonly hurry- 
ing time with the farmers in collecting their 
hay and grain, in consequence of the recent 
rains, and he was fearful there would not e- 
nough attend to bury his father decently, if a 
universalist preached, which was his choice 





by the tear of generous humani- | 


| 





| 





had it not been for the above circumstances, as 
Mr. H’s. church, many of them, are very vio- » 
lently opposed to the persons of that sentiment, 
and often treat them with the greatest degree 
of contempt. Mr. H. took his text in-Luké 
14th and 32d. After he mentioned it first, it 
is not recollected that he referred to it but once, . 
but commenced with the most abusive language 
in stigmatizing the believers of Universalism 
and using all his powers in threataing, and , 
denunciations in the gnost pointed manner, . 
without mentioning the particular name of the 
deceased, and exerting his abilities to the high- 
est pitch (he being very gifted) to injure the 
tender feelings of Mrs. Bachus, who was the 
only child of the deceased present, except a 
little sister of hers, 5 or 6 years old. If Mr. 
H. should ever see this, I wish him to turn to. 
the 12th chap. of John and 47th verse, as he 
is so much in the habit of judging and con- 
demning all those that hear him and do not be- 
lieve all he says. The words are those of the 
Saviour, and I should think would make him 
blush at his former conduct. But read them, 
Mr. H. * And if any man hear my word, and 
believe not, I judge him not; for I came not 
to judge the world but to save the world.”— 
Yet one would think, by Mr. Harison’™, judge" 
ing and condemning, that he was commission- »& 
ed some higher than the Saviour of the world. 
But to proceed, Mr. H. lives in the neighbour- 
hood ot Mr. Bachus, and visited Mr. Stickney 
several times during his last sickness 
could not but have known his sentiments: 
it is well known-that men of his cast make use 
of all the means in their power on such occa=)y 
sions, and like wolves ins ’s clothing when © 
they visit the chambers of death in that dark 
hour when heart and flesh fail, when the soul _. 
seems to quiver on the lip, this is the.time 4 
take to question them as to their particulary 
creed o¢ articles of faith, and if possible catch 
something that they can have placed in the 
Boston and Western Recorder. Mr. H. could 
not but also know that Mrs. Bachus was of a 
tender and delicate constitution, and that she 
was uncommonly attached to her father, and 
she with her husband did every thing in their 
power to relieve and.comfort him during his 
last sickness, but this iad no effect on the un- 
feeling H. but his conversation was too much 
for the bereaved and tender hearted child to 
bear, and came very near producing ° convul- 
sions. She, however, mustered all her strength 
and made known that ske could no longer bear 
the abuse of the unfeeling H.: He was accond- 
ingly requested to stop when he had perhaps 
got half through his discourse and after some 
hesitation, ended the exercise at the house. — 
The corpse was then taken to the burying 
ground and H. attended. ‘The mourning 
child desired to stay and see the last services 
rformed to her kind and affectionate parent, 
ut H, pretended he could not be hindered any 
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longer and accordingly dismissed the congre- | 
gation before the grave was closed and left the | 
yard apparently in some degree of passion.— | 
- With Mr. Harison I have had no controversy, 
and_as a private citizen I have heretofore had 
some respect for him but when he places him- 
self before the publick, and is guilty of such 
conduct, I think he ought not to pass unnoti- 
eed. There are many members of his church 
who have my warmest regard, and I regret to 
injure their feelings asindividuals ; but I think 
myself justifiable in giving the publick some 
account of his conduct in this transaction as 
‘well as some others. I have been for several 
— acquainted with Mr. Stickney and believe 

im to have geverally sustained a good charac- 
ter and think stood far above Mr. Harison’s in 
many respects. 

This same would-be righteous Harison, some 
time past, had his horse’s tail and mane shear- 
ed off by some roguish boys in his neighbour- 
hood, and after using every possible means to 
discover the rogues, to no purpose, he promis- 
ed in the most solemn manner, if the persons 
who had done the crime would come to him 
and confess the deed, he would forgive them, 
and by this means obtained a confession from 
the boys. Butcontrary to his engagement, in- 


® stead of forgiveness he immediately complain- 


st 


,and had these two boys indicted.* 


ed to the Grand Jurors of Tompkins County 
I do not 


mention this to uphold such conduct in the 


‘boys, but to show that men of such sacred cha- 
racters, and saintish faces as he puts on should 
have honour enough to abide by their promis- 
es, for appearance’ sake, if nothing else. | 
mention this circumstance that the publick may 


know his real character. I certainly have not 
-the least personal enmity against him, but sin- 
erely wish he may repent and mend his life, 
and that his future conduct may be such as be- 
<omes a good citizen. Much more might be 
said but I use brevity. Wa. S. Crark. 

Groton, August 14th, 1829. 

* This man preaches the soul-chilling doctrine of 
endless misery, and tells his hearers that all liar’s shall 
welter in the flames of an endless hell of liquid fire and 
brimstone, whose waves of melted lava roli to all eter- 
nity, while the vindictive justice of God shall dart his , 
malignity without mercy on the guilty souls, and if 
this is his belief, he must think himself in a bad con- 
dition. 





SELECTIONS. 


UNPARALLELED OUTRAGE. 


An article with the above title has appeared 
in the Religious Inquirer, giving an account 
which almost defies belief, of the brutal treat- 
ment which 4 young woman received from her 
own father, and he a professed Minister of the ' 
Gospel. ‘To use the words of the Editor of | 
the Inquirer,— 

“The circumstances are briefly these : A | 
daughter of the Rev. Samuex Griswoen, an | 











Episcopalian Clergyman residing in Winches- 
ter, (Conn.) expressed a desire in the pres- 
ence of her father at tea-table to go that even- 
ing, and hear a Universalist Minister who had 
made an appointment to deliver a lecture in 
the neighbourhood. Whereat the Rev. Fath- 
er made no objectioma@tthat time. When the 
hour had arrived at which the congregation 
were to assemble, the young laay, attended by 
some female friends who had called to accom- 
pany her, lett her father’s house, and proceed- 
ed a few paces, when the Rev. Gentleman 
came to the door and commanded her to re- 
turn, saying that she should not go to meeting 
that night. She replied that she wished to go, 
and that “she did not think there was any 
harm in her going.” She accordingly pro- 
ceeded onward, when her father sallied forth 
and seized her with great violence, knocked 
her down, kicked her, inflicted several severe 
blows upon her head, aud dragged her into the 
house with her clothes half rent from her body. 
He then took a horsewhip and beat her with 
that, till he broke the lash, and continued beat- 
ing her until be broke the staff, (which was 
tough seasoned hickory ) in two or three pieces. 
It further appears in the testimony, as we are 
informed, that persons in the vicinity of the 
house heard FirTY lashes, as they judged, 
wheu becoming alarmed, they fled with hor- 
rour. It should also be observed that the 
daughter was of age at the time of this unmer- 
ciful treatment by her cruel parent. In the 
true spirit of a heroine she instituted an action 
against her father, which came on for final 
trial at the late session of the Superiour Court 
in Litchfield, and the jury returned a verdict 
of FirTEEN HunpRep DoLuaks against the 
Rev. DEFENDANT. 

The foregoing particulars we received from 
a gentleman of the bar of the first respecta- 
bility, who was present at the trial of the case, 


and we have no doubt of their correctness in 
| every materia! point. 


But the most singular 
circumstance perhaps, in the whole of this af- 
fair, is the fact that the defendant’s counsel, 
knowing, probably, the weak points in the 
character of the presiding Judge (Daggett,) 
urged vehemently in justification of the of- 
fence, the daring nature of the deed in going 
to hear such abominable preaching! ! This 
point in the defence was dwelt upon with pe- 
culiar emphasis. But whatever elect this ap- 
peal may have had upon the Court, the jury, 
it appears, were not so far moved by it as to be 
deterred from inflicting condign punishment 
upon the unnatural parent, aud unworthy 
preacher of the Gospel of Peace.” 

No benevolent man can read the above.ac- 
count without being stricken with horrour. A 
father, a clergyman, beat his own child, a 
daughter too, in this cruel manner! Good God! 
can it be true ? This is worse than the cruelty 
of the father in Exeter, N. H. and we thought 
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that deserving the highest reprobation. And | James Priestly. Mr. P. was formerly from» 
what great offence had this young woman com- | England, and we believe has preached in con- 
mitted ? Ans. She attempted to attend a lec- | nexion with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
ture preached by a Universalist. Is free en- | He is said to be a man of excellent tdentsasa 
quiry, then, so daring a sin in the eyes of the | preacher. He professes to,believe, and has?” 
Rev. Clergy that it must be punished thus un- } for some two or three years preached the dpc- 
mercifully ? This a; violated the laws | trine of Universal Salvationy He is, however, 
of the land, and is pufiished ; but suppose our | @ man totally unworthy of all confidence and 
laws upheld such characters in their arrogance | trust ; notoriously addicted to excessive intem-¢ 
and wrath, what chastisemeni could we who | perance ; (except at occasional intervals of so-- 
are branded as heretics expect, save those of | briety ;) and has in several instances disgraced ” 
scorpions, racks, gibbets and flames? O thanks | and essentially injured the cause of religion 
to kind Providence, we live where we are | where he has been employed. He is not, and 
protected by the strong arn of civil power, in | never has been, in fellowship with the order of. 
the full enjoyment of our religious principles ; | Universalists. And we would warn all Uni- 
and we earnestly desire that the repeated in- | versalists against employing, or countenancing, 
stances which we discover of the dispositien | or nearing the said Priestley preach, on any oc- 
to deprive us of these privileges, may endear | casion whatever.— Evangelical Magazine. 
us more and more to the form of government i Publishers of Universalist papers are re- 
by which they are secured.— Trumpet & Mag. | quested to give the above notice an insertion. 


} 





SUICIDE AT WOBURN, MASS. CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 

A melanchvly instance of suicide has lately We are happy to announce to our readers, 
occurred at this place. The subject was a | the conversion of an Episcopalian Clergyman 
young man who was attending the Academy | in the Province of Lower Canada, to the doe-, 
in that town. The following remarks in rela- | trine of Universalism. He was educated for - 
tion to this melancholy event, are from the | the Church of England, and has always. been 
Trumpet.— Gospel Herald. | a highly respected and highly useful minister 

Our minds have been severely exercised by | in that Church. His name is Cuartes Le- 
this distressing circumstance. When the hope | FEVRE, and he js at present, we learn, iu Que-. 
of a widowed mother is destroyed, the feelings ; bec, to which place he was summoned by the 
of the tenderest relatives lacerated, and our , Archdeacon, to give an account of his senti- 
very land soiled by the blood of self-destroy- | ments. Since his mind was called to the sub- > 
ed victims of orthodoxy, the heart throws off | ject, he has several times gone through thé 
all restraint, and indulges in the overflowing | New Testamentin Greck, with parti ref- 
grief which it finds itself unable to subdue.— | erence to the Universalian controversy, and is 
There were probably three causes which tend- | thereby convinced that the views taken by 

1 to produce the death of the young man.— | Universalists are correct. We are h to 
ed to p young man appy 
1. He was forbidden free enquiry. 2. He | add, that we learn from gentlemen just arnv- 
was made to suffer reproach for listening to the | ed from the Province, that he is a man of un- 
doctrine of impartial love. 3. Undue mea- | disputed piety, and has been considered one 
sures were used to induce him to take charge | of the brightest ornaments of the Episcopal 
of a class in an orthodox Sunday School. His | Church.— Trumpet & Magazine. 
fear that orthodox doctrines are true, and the — 
uneasiness the mind felt under these restraints, | SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
destroyed its equilibrium, and was the cause | A pious Deacon, at a Conference meeting, 
of the fatal act. in the town of D********, about 30 miles 

Parents! will you send your children for | north of Boston, addressed his auditors as fol- 
instruction, where they are exposed to such | lows :—“ My friends, there is a new doctrine 
dangers? Will you provide no other means | going about now-a-days. We are told that all 
than those which are placed in the hand of | mankind are goingto heaven. But, my breth- 
your bitterest religious opponents ?, We urge | ren and sisters, we hope for better things.”— 
you to think of these subjects, and do some- | Trumpet. 


thing before it is too late. Who knows but | >. ay F 
your child may be the next victim? Repen- The “ag Henry ge. Rochester, is no 
tance will then be unavailing. “The prudent longer an Agent Sr te Sige Sarees. he 
man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself.” As the Advocate is sooft to be transferred, it is im 
May it not be said in relation to you, “ the portant to ascertain the responsibility of our subseri- 
simple pass on and are punished.” bers. Those who have not paid at all, are therefore 
requested to make remittances.as soon as possible. To. 
CAUTION TO UNIVERSALISTS. facilitate collections, we will cuntinue to recezve $1,50 
. rr . for the 7th Vol. if paid during this month, or so as to 
a We — “ a a is a painful one) | reach us in the month of November. After the Ist of 
caution Universalis Societies against em- | December next two dollars will be exacted. 
ploying a preacher known by the name of Dr. PUBLISHER. 





























— 


 Poctick Department. 








We copy from No. 26,0f the Critick, the following 
beautiful lines by Hinda, the gifted sister of the ac- 
<amplished Norna—They are worthy a place with 
‘any of the effusions of the felicitous Mrs. Hemans. 

, [Richmond Enquirer. 


MY MOUNTAIN HOME. 


Come to our own bright home— 
Sweet as the myrtle breath, 
Soft as the rose-leaf, come, 
To our fairy life and death ; 
Our life is rich as the bended vine, 
And our death is as soft as the flower’s decline. 


+ 


Come to.our clime of light, 
From a spot fo drear and dull, 
The arch of heaven is bright, 
And earth is beautifal ; 
To the fairy paths of our southern home, 
To the citron groves and the fountain come. 


* T cannot come to thee 
And leave my mountain Jand, 
Though the weary brow may be 
By perfumed breezes fanned ; 
Oh, sweeter the air, though cold and rude 
Upon this rocky solitude. 


* For here my childhood hours 

Have blithely passed away, 
I could not sit in ladies’ bowers 

Thr the free and joyous day— 
Rather ['d listen to the cataract’s voice, 
And in the loud wail of the winds rejoice. 


* And I love.to stand upon 
y The high unsheltered rock, 
‘When the clouds are sweeping on 
Tothe mighty thunder shock— 
Till they say my eye has canght the fire, 
And my cheek the glow of the tempest ire. 


* Oh no—I cannot come, 
Though yoursouthern clime is bright 
I cannot leave my home 
With its own glorious night ; 
Fair in the golden days decay, 
Fairer when day-light’s passed away,” 


Night! oh come with me 
The glorious night to know~- 
Shadow of Heaven is day, 
Night opens Heaven below ; 
With its speaking stars, and its full bright moon, 
And the azure robe of its burning noon. 


‘Clime of the south is bright ; 
Hearts of the south are true, 
Even sorrow is soft and light 
As the kiss of the honey dew ; 
To the haunts of Love in our southern home 
With a heart of Love, ob maiden come. 


#* Clime of the north is pure, 
Hearts of the north are strong, 
With firmoess to endure, 
Might to repel wrong ; 
‘weal and woe, too true to roain, 
cavnvt leave my mountain home.” 


From the Albany Christian Register. 
STANZAS. 
The mighty conqueror of old 
Who wept, because his sword had gained’ 
Its victory o’er the brave and bold, 
And left no kingdom unattained ; 
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Who on Fame’s summit proudly stood, 
And won, and wore the scarlet wreath, 
The laurel dyed in human blood, 

The crown wove by the hand of death ; 


With all his power‘and all his might 
Found in the passions of his soul 

A foe who gained the final fight, 

A foe, his sword could not control. 


°Tis thus with man, he strives— obtains 
The dazzling prize of fame or pelf, 
Ambition’s loftiest height he gains,— 
Yet falls—a victim to himself, 


From the Albany Christian Register. 

LINES WRITTEN ON THE BLANK LEAF OFA 
YOUNG LADY’S BIBLE. 

When the vigour of youth shall have wasted away, 
And the roseate bloom of thy cheek shall decay, 
When life’s waning taper burns dim o’er the grave— 
From the doom that awaits you, no mortal can save, 
Oh! then may the precepts, those pages impart 
Serve to strengthen thy hope; and to cheer up thy 
The blest Star of Lite gild mortality’s even, | [heari, 


And thy pathway illume, to the portals of Heaven, 


BYRON. 


Saw ye the clouds when arrayed in their wonder, 
Riding convulsed on the tempests affray, : 
Saw ye the lightning flash, heard ye the thunder— 

The earth and the heavens in battle array ? 


Saw ye the billows rise mighty and high, 
The roar of the ocean, the ciash of the wave ; 
Heard ye the hardy tar’s gurgling ery, 
The prayer that he breathed and the groan that he 
gave? 
Saw ye the turban’d chief’s scimitar gleaming, 
As his vessel rode on o'er the boisterous flood, 
While high o’er the deck the proud crescent was, 
streaming, 
His pasport to daring, his watch word to blood ? 


Saw ye the mountain top misty and drear, 
The shrill eagle cry, and the cataract foam, 
And thought not the soul of a Byron was there— 
The tempest its shelter, the whirlwind its home. 


But saw ye the sky, when in mild playful mood 
It shone on the ripples scarce curled by the gale ; 
Heard ye the sailor’s song hearty and rude, 
Hoisting the anchor and setting the sail ? 


List to the tale that is tenderly telling 
In a summer clime and a cypress grove, 
Saw ye—ah saw ye—the mild bosom swelling, 
As the beacon of hop@ from those that we love ? 


The startled tear and the downcast eye, 

The soft blushing cheek and the having breast, 
The faulte: ing word and the liquid sigh, 

And ail that we wish for stands confessed. 


And who but would think in moments like this 
The earth decked with flowers all smiling before us, 
Mid the rainbow of Hope and the sunshine of bliss, 
That the happ.er spirit of Byron was o’er us. 
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